
 

 

 

         o o oc cT o  
     T o 1"27 iii T " M1 1cT cT o o o 

Pocc1iiicKoiii 11 
1cno si Tcsi 45 T 

 
 
 

December 4, 2019 marks the 45th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Federal State Budgetary 
Institution "27 Science Centre" of the Ministry of 
Defence of the Russian Federation (27 Science 
Centre of the Ministry of Defence of the Russian 
Federation), established by a decision of the USSR 
Government by order of the USSR Minister of 
Defence to develop proposals for the national 
leadership and Ministry of Defence for an 
adequate response to military chemical threats. 

The forty-five-year history of the Center is 
closely intertwined with the history and life of the 
chemical forces, the troops of radiation, chemical 
and biological protection, the Armed Forces and 
our state, it is full of bright and significant events. 
This history is created by people, created by 
officers and specialists, who passed through 27 SC 
of the RF Ministry of Defense, who left a part of 
themselves in its life. Knowing the history of the 
Center, preserving and augmenting its traditions is 
a matter of honor for all our employees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Colonel Kovtun Victor Aleksandrovich 

Formation of the 27th Science Center of the 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation began 
with recruitment of officers and staff of the 
Scientific-Technical Committee of the Office of the 
Chief of Chemical Troops and the Military Academy 
of Chemical Defense named after Marshal of the 
Soviet Union S.K. Timoshenko, which had vast 
experience in organization and implementation of 
scientific-research and developmental works. 

The first Head of the Centre was Colonel 
(later Major General) Vadim Vasilievich 
SMIRNITSKIY, a participant of the Great Patriotic 
War, a laureate of the State Prize. V.V. 
SMIRNITSKIY headed the Centre from 1974 to 
1980. 

Vadim Vasilievich had extensive practical 
experience, made a great contribution to the 
formation of the Center, under his leadership the 
scientific team was formed and developed, the 
rules of activity were defined, the practical 
implementation of which made it possible to 
achieve par- ticularity in the field of chemical 
safety. Colonel S.S. Shustov was appointed first 
deputy commander of the 27th Science Center of 
the RF Ministry of Defense, Colonel N.I. 
Chugunov was appointed deputy for scientific 
work. 

Later on, the Centre was headed by I.B. 
Evstafyev, V.I. Kholstov, Yu. V.A. KLIMENTJEV, 
V.V. BULATOV, V.B. KONDRATJEV, A.A. 
ZHIROV, I.K. KASATKIN, 
K.K. STYAZHKIN. At present, the 27th Science 
Center of the RF Ministry of Defense is headed by 
Colonel V.A. KOVTUN. 

The Center consisted of six divisions and 
support units. The departments were headed by 
Colonel A.I. Trofimov, Colonel A.A. Moksyakov, 
Colonel V.N. Topnikov, Colonel Y.E. Belozerov, 
Colonel A.F. Shkitko and Colonel A.V. Evstratov. 

The 27th Research Center of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian Federation deployed a 
complex of R&D to assess the potential danger, 
possible scales and consequences of the use of 
chemical weapons against the USSR, to develop 
initial data for the creation of new models of 
indication, technical and medical means of 
protection. 

By the end of the 1970s, the RF Ministry of 
Defense 27 Science Center had developed both as a 
scientific and an organizational structure, whose 
professional authority was beyond any doubt, and 
without which not a single question in the field of 
military chemical safety could be answered. 

 

E
DI
T
O
RI
AL 

Subscribe to DeepL Pro to translate larger documents. 
Visit www.DeepL.com/pro for more information. 

https://www.deepl.com/pro?cta=edit-document&pdf=1


 

 

307 



 

 

V.A. Kovtun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Determination of sulphur dioxide 

levels in the air at the top of the 
Sarychev volcano crater 

 
The 27th Research Center of the RF Ministry 

of Defense formed the coordination scientific and 
technical council, two special doctoral dissertation 

councils, and the VAK expert council, which formed 
the Pleiad of Doctors and Candidates of Sciences 

among the personnel of the 27th Research Center 
of the RF Ministry of Defense, 33rd Central 

Research Institute of the RF Ministry of Defense 
and industry, and other research organizations of the 

Ministry of Defense and military administrative 
bodies. At the same time, the laboratory and field 

facilities of the research organizations of the 
Chemical Forces began to be improved to enable 

the determination of tactical and technical 
characteristics of weapons and means of the 

Chemical Forces under various climatic conditions. 
In addition, further development of theoretical 

methods for assessing the combat characteristics of 
weapons and military equipment and combat 

effectiveness was required. 
the effectiveness of their application. 

The Russian Ministry of Defense's 27th 
Research Center organized, coordinated, and 
implemented research and development activities 
of the Ministry of Defense and industry to ensure 
the protection of national interests, maintenance 
of parity, and national security in the military 
chemical field. 

Under the direct supervision of the 27th 
Science Center of the Ministry of Defense of the 
RF the state tests of weaponry, military and special 
equipment samples, which have no analogues in 
the world, were conducted at training grounds in 
different regions of the USSR. 

Scientists of the Centre carried out extensive 
scientific and practical work on the preparation of 
the text of the Convention on the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons, on the development of the 
state program of destruction of chemical weapons 
in the USSR and the Russian Federation. The 
scientific-technical, medical and ecological bases 
of safe implementation of the above programme 
were developed, and wo- ld be actively addressed. 
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CBRN specialists take a sample from the site of 
alleged terrorist use of chemical weapons 

 
The Russian Federation has been asked to prepare 
and justify the position of the Russian Federation 
in the Organisation for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons. 

In 1987-1989, with the direct participation of 
Center staff, the first demonstrations of the USSR 
chemical weapons and technologies of their 
destruction at the military project Shikhan were 
organized for foreign specialists. The 
demonstrations demonstrated the USSR's goodwill 
in chemical disarmament issues. 

Employees of the 27th Science Centre of the 
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation 
bravely fulfilled their military duty during the 
liquidation of the Chernobyl accident, took part in 
combat operations in Afghanistan, defended the 
constitutional interests of the state in the North 
Caucasus region of the Russian Federation, took 
part in the operation of the Russian Armed Forces 
in the Syrian Arab Republic and in other special 
tasks both in the Russian Federation and beyond 
its borders. 

Over the past 45 years, the RF Ministry of 
Defense 27 Research Center has taken a number of 
organizational measures which resulted in the 
transition to the structure of scientific 
departments; according to the expansion of tasks 
to be performed, new departments were included 
in the Center structure; research subdivisions of 
the Military Academy of Radiation, Chemical and 
Biological Defense, 674 Scientific Center of the RF 
Defense Ministry, 33 Central Research Institute of 
the RF Ministry were included in its structure 
under the optimization of the Armed Forces. 

Established to support the development of 
adequate solutions in the military chemical field, 
the Centre has evolved into one of the leading 
scientific organizations in ensuring the radiation, 
chemical and biological security of our nation. 

At present, the 27 Russian Ministry of 
Defense Research Center is performing the 
following activities: research in the field of 
radiation safety and security of the Russian 
Federation. 
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Federal State Budgetary Institution 27 of the 
Russian Federation Ministry of Defense 
celebrates its 45th anniversary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Laboratory 

Chemical and analytical control of the 27th NDC of 
the Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation 

 
The following activities are carried out: 
implementation of requirements of the Russian 
Federation Convention on Chemical and 
Biological Weapons, including international 
expert chemical and biochemical analysis; 
scientific and practical support of safety of 
important state and military facilities; organization and 
control of safety of international and national 
political, economic and sporting events. 

In accordance with the list of instructions of 
the President of the Russian Federation, with the 
direct participation of the specialists of the 27 
Research Center of the Ministry of Defense of the 
Russian Federation, the Decree of the President of 
the Russian Federation of December 5, 2016 was 
developed and approved. 
No. 645 "Strategy for the Development of the 
Russian Federation RCB Protection System for 
Troops and Population in Peacetime and Wartime 
until 2025 and for the Further Perspective". 

The Chemical Analytical Control Laboratory 
of the 27th Science Centre of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian Federation successfully 
operates for fine chemical analysis of 
environmental and biomedical samples for trace 
amounts of toxic chemicals and products of their 
decomposition.   The laboratory is accredited by 
the Federal Agency for Technical Regulation and 
Metrology to be technically competent to perform 
analytical control in defence and national security 
activities. At present the scope of national 
accreditation of the laboratory covers 
determination of a wide range of toxic substances 
in various media (over 1200 methods). 

Laboratory of Chemical Analytical Control of 
the 27th Science Center of the Ministry of Defense 
of the Russian Federation is the only laboratory in 
the Russian Federation that has international 
accreditations for analysis of environmental and 
biomedical samples and is one of 13 foreign 
laboratories - Technical 

President of the Russian Federation and Commander-in-
Chief of the Russian Armed Forces Vladimir Putin looks at 

the exposition prepared by the 27th National Center of 
the Defense Ministry. Putin examines the exhibition 
prepared by the 27th National Centre of the Russian 

Defense Ministry 
 

Agreement with the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons for the right to 
participate in international investigations on 
chemical weapons and other toxic chemicals 
conducted under the auspices of the Organization 
for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) 
and the United Nations. 

Every year (in the process of confirming its 
international accreditation) the laboratory of 
chemical-analytical control of the 27th NDC of the 
RF Ministry of Defense successfully performs 
control experiments within the OPCW 
professional tests, proving its high qualification in 
conducting analyses of biomedical samples and 
samples of unknown composition for the presence 
of toxic chemicals and their metabolites. 

In fulfilment of the assigned responsibilities 
27 Russian Defense Ministry's National Center for 
State Tasks, the Center's mobile diagnostic team 
provided radiation monitoring at the FIFA 
Confederations Cup 2017, FIFA World Cup 2018, 
the annual international military and technical 
forum "ARMYA", the Eastern Economic Forum, 
the World Festival of Youth and Students, the 
Russian Investment Forum and other events. 

Editorial and publishing activities are carried 
out in the 27th National Center of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian Federation. In order to 
generate and record data on the state of CBRN 
protection in the world, weekly information reports 
are prepared based on open-source materials on 
facts, incidents, technologies, political decisions, 
threats and challenges in the field of CBRN 
security. On the basis of the information reports, 
an information Digest is published every month in 
the 27th National Center of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian Federation and presented 
to the leadership of the RCD defence forces and the 
Ministry of Defense. 

27 Research Center of the RF Ministry of 
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Defense is the founder and publisher of the 
peer-reviewed scientific and practical journal 
"Bulletin of the radio-chemical and 
biological defense troops". The journal 
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V.A. Kovtun 
 

has been published since 2017 in full colour and 
has its own website. This is the first open scientific 

and practical journal of the Russian CBRN 
Defense Forces for more than 100 years of its 

existence. The journal specializes in the coverage 
of chemical and biological threats of the Russian 

Federation, scientific achievements in the main areas 
of the activities of the defense forces, improvement 
of professional level of the defense forces specialists, 

revival of interest in their history and attraction of 
young scientists to work in the R&D of the defense 

forces. The Journal is registered by Roskomnadzor 
and is registered in the National ISSN Center and 
assigned an international standard serial number. 
The Journal is included in the scientific electronic 

library eLIBRARU.RU, in the Russian Science 
Citation Index (RSCI) and is scheduled for 2020 
through the agency "Press of Russia". Currently 

work is underway to include the Journal in 
international citation databases and in the "List of 

journals, which must be published the main 
scientific results of dissertations for the degree of 
candidate of sciences, for the degree of doctor of 
sciences" of the Higher Attestation Commission 

under the Ministry of Education and Science of the 
Russian Federation. Editor-in-chief of the journal 

is Doctor of Engineering, laureate of the Lenin 
Prize in 1991, retired Lieutenant Colonel General, 

in 1989-1991 Dr. Sci. - Colonel, retired General-
Major and Head of Chemical Troops of the 

Ministry of Defense of the USSR, 1992-2001 - 
Head of CBRF troops of the Ministry of Defense of 

the USSR. - In 1992-2001, he was head of the 
radio-chemical security troops of the Ministry of 

Defense of the Russian Federation. 
The Committee is responsible for the development 
and implementation of the project. 

The Dissertation Council is actively working 
to train highly qualified personnel - doctors and 
candidates of science among the staff of the 
Russian Ministry of Defense and industry research 
institutes. 

The core of the Centre is composed of highly 
qualified specialists with professional training in 
general and military chemistry, biology, medicine, 
weapons and tactics of the Russian Armed Forces 
of the Russian Federation. Scientific schools have 
been established in the field of special weapons 
system, methodology of assessment of their 
combat quality and efficiency of use, physical-
chemical methods of detection and identification 
of toxic chemicals. 

The employees of the Center were repeatedly 
awarded with high governmental awards and titles 
for special scientific merits. Titles 
"Lieutenant General I.B. Evstafyev (twice), Colonel 
General V.I. Kholstov, Colonel A.S. Gusakov and 
A.R. Yanushevsky were awarded the State Prize. 

 
The forty-five-year history of the 27th Science 

Centre of the Ministry of Defense of the Russian 
Federation allows us to speak of the many 

traditions that have developed in the team and the 
results achieved in carrying out complex and 

demanding tasks to strengthen the defense 
capability of our state in the field of military 

chemical problems. The employees of the Center are 
distinguished not only by high professionalism, but 
also by a sense of camaraderie and mutual support, 

readiness to always come to the aid in various 
situations. The 27th Science Center of the Defense 

Ministry has produced a pleiad of outstanding 
specialists and managers who currently serve and 
work in federal executive authorities, the General 

Staff of the Armed Forces of the Russian 
Federation, the Headquarters of the Russian CBRF 

troops, and in research industrial organizations. 
We are justifiably proud of our specialists who are 

making a worthy contribution to 
strengthening the country's defence capabilities. 

Dear colleagues, over the years, our Centre has 
had a difficult but glorious and worthy history. There 
have been periods of steady, fruitful success as well as 
periods when reforms and downsizing have tested the 
strength of the Centre. At all stages, however, the staff 
of the Centre have demonstrated incredible patriotism, 
hard work, responsibility, professionalism and love of 
their work. The current generation of staff remembers 
and appreciates the contribution of veterans in the 
formation and development of the Centre, in the 
creation of scientific schools, in uniting and educating 
young people. The successes of the Center's staff are 
the result of many years of work of several generations 
of scientists and research workers. We cherish our 
achievements, honor, respect and continue the 
traditions of our teachers - veterans. Scientific ties with 
many research institutes of the Ministry of Defense and 
industry are very important to us. 

All that has been done by our team during its 
45 years of operation is a source of pride, 
admiration and the utmost respect! We are all 
proud of and cherish the service and work in our 
home Center. Our Center is a heroic past, a worthy 
present and, I am sure, a great future! 

I congratulate you on the holiday - the day of 
establishment of the Federal State Budgetary 
Institution "27 Scientific Center" of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian Federation! 

I sincerely wish you, your relatives and close 
ones good health, happiness, prosperity in your 
families, optimism, new achievements and further 
successes in the service of our Motherland! 

Respectfully, 

On the alnik of the 27th 
NDC of the Ministry of 
Defense of the Russian 
Federation 

The title "Hero of the Russian Federation" - Major-
General A.V. PANFILOV. 310 
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D. in Chemistry, Associate Professor 
Colonel V.A. Kovtun 


